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patronage of painting produces great painters,
and a keen demand for opera produces great
singers, so churches regularly filled with con-
gregations   spiritually  awake,   produce  great
preachers. When there is no public interest in
painting there are no great painters, and half-
empty churches and a tepid interest in the
Church's life mean indifferent preaching. That
was the situation up to the last few years, but
lately there have been signs of change. We are
beginning to hear of churches which are regularly
filled, and of a widespread interest in the Sunday
broadcast services, though the preaching I have
heard is rather of the correct and arid order,
wanting fire. From all sides we are learning of
a religious revival, particularly among the young*
Campaigns of all sorts are in progress, and all
sorts of new bodies are gathering adherents*
There is talk in newspapers about this new
interest, this search of the young for Something
in a reeling world, and many papers have taken
to reporting religious activities. But religious
revivals are not necessarily" synonymous with
spiritual revivals, and it is only from spiritual
passion that great preaching is bon^ We have,
I believe, as many stirring preachers among
us to-day as the latter part of last century had.
We shall hear them only when we indicate that
we want to hear them; when the religious
revival becomes a spiritual revival and our